










Thames Estuary region

09: thames estuary region – the area involved 2011

	 Licence areas as at end of 31/12/2011

 Licence areas surrendered during 2011

Dredging intensity

 Low (<15 minutes)

 Medium (15 minutes – 1 hour 15 minutes)

 High (>1 hour 15 minutes)

–



East English Channel region
Background

■	 The East English Channel region has 6 production licences, operated by 
CEMEX UK Marine Ltd, DEME Building Materials Ltd, Hanson Aggregates 
Marine Ltd, Tarmac Marine Dredging Ltd and Volker Dredging Ltd for sand 
and gravel, principally for use in the construction industry

■	 During 2011, 4.32 million tonnes of construction aggregate were dredged 
from a permitted licensed tonnage of 9.80 million. In addition 0.03 million 
tonnes were specifically dredged for beach nourishment

■	 Of the total marine aggregate dredged for construction from the East English 
Channel region:

 58.1 per cent of the tonnage dredged was delivered to the Thames Estuary 
(2.51m)

 40.8 per cent of the tonnage dredged was delivered to the Continent (1.76m)

 0.8 per cent of the tonnage dredged was delivered to the East Coast (0.03m)

 0.2 per cent of the tonnage dredged was delivered to the East English 
Channel (0.01m)

 0.1 per cent of the tonnage dredged was delivered to the South Coast 
(<0.01m)

Regional statistics

■	 The licensed area in the region was 105.96 km2

■	 The total area actually available to be dredged within the region was  
27.22 km2

■	 Dredging took place within 11.15 km2, 10.52 per cent of the licensed area

■	 High intensity dredging (greater than 1 hour 15 minutes) is equal to 2.21 km2, 
representing 77.06 per cent of regional dredging activity

■	 90 per cent of regional dredging effort took place within 3.53 km2

■	 During 2011, the area licensed for marine aggregate extraction remained 
unchanged.
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East English Channel region

11: east english Channel region – the area involved 2011

	 Licence areas as at end of 31/12/2011

 Licence areas surrendered during 2011

Dredging intensity

 Low (<15 minutes)

 Medium (15 minutes – 1 hour 15 minutes)

 High (>1 hour 15 minutes)

–



Area of seabed licensed and surrendered

South Coast region
Background

■	 The South Coast region has 16 production licences, operated by CEMEX UK 
Marine Ltd, Hanson Aggregates Marine Ltd, Kendall Bros (Portsmouth) Ltd, 
Northwood (Fareham) Ltd, Tarmac Marine Dredging Ltd, Volker Dredging Ltd 
and Westminster Gravels Ltd for sand and gravel, principally for use in the 
construction industry

■	 During 2011, 3.92 million tonnes of construction aggregate were dredged from 
a permitted licensed tonnage of 8.75 million. In addition 0.28 million tonnes 
were specifically dredged for beach nourishment and 0.04 million tonnes 
were dredged as reclamation fill

■	 Of the total marine aggregate dredged for construction from the South Coast 
region:

 63.7 per cent of the tonnage dredged was delivered to the South Coast 
(2.50m)

 17.8 per cent of the tonnage dredged was delivered to the Thames Estuary 
(0.70m)

 15.8 per cent of the tonnage dredged was delivered to the Continent (0.62m)

 1.9 per cent of the tonnage dredged was delivered to the East English 
Channel (0.07m)

 0.8 per cent of the tonnage dredged was delivered to the East Coast (0.03m)

Regional statistics

■	 The licensed area in the region was 148.40 km2

■	 The total area actually available to be dredged within the region was 86.18 km2

■	 Dredging took place within 26.02 km2, 17.53 per cent of the licensed area

■	 High intensity dredging (greater than 1 hour 15 minutes) is equal to 1.85 km2, 
representing 44.98 per cent of regional dredging activity

■	 90 per cent of regional dredging effort took place within 10.57 km2

■	 During 2011, the area licensed for marine aggregate extraction decreased by 
15.26 km2.
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South Coast region

13: South Coast region – the area involved 2011

	 Licence areas as at end of 31/12/2011

 Licence areas surrendered during 2011

Dredging intensity

 Low (<15 minutes)

 Medium (15 minutes – 1 hour 15 minutes)

 High (>1 hour 15 minutes)

–



Area of seabed licensed and dredged

Area of seabed licensed and surrendered

South West region
Background

■	 The South West region has 12 production licences, operated by British 
Dredging Ltd, CEMEX UK Marine Ltd, Hanson Aggregates Marine Ltd, Llanelli 
Sand Dredging Ltd, Severn Sands Ltd and Tarmac Marine Dredging Ltd for 
sand, principally for use in the construction industry

■	 During 2011, 0.96 million tonnes of material were dredged from a permitted 
licensed tonnage of 3.25 million. A further 0.28 million tonnes were dredged 
as reclamation fill

■	 Of the total material dredged in the South West region:

 100% of the tonnage dredged was delivered to the South West (0.96m). 
57.1% of this went to Welsh wharves (0.55m). 42.9% of this went to English 
wharves (0.41m)

Regional statistics

■	 The licensed area in the region was 123.57 km2

■	 The total area actually available to be dredged within the region was  
38.08 km2

■	 Dredging took place within 7.50 km2, 6.07 per cent of the licensed area

■	 High intensity dredging (greater than 1 hour 15 minutes) is equal to 0.94 km2, 
representing 59.75 per cent of regional dredging activity

■	 90 per cent of regional dredging effort took place within 3.11 km2

■	 During 2011, the area licensed for marine aggregate extraction increased by 
6.77 km2.

14: South West region – the area involved 2011
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South West region

15: South West region – the area involved 2011

	 Licence areas as at end of 31/12/2011

 Licence areas surrendered during 2011

Dredging intensity

 Low (<15 minutes)

 Medium (15 minutes – 1 hour 15 minutes)

 High (>1 hour 15 minutes)

–



Area of seabed licensed and dredged

Area of seabed licensed and surrendered

16: north West region – the area involved 2011

North West region
Background

■	 The North West region has 4 production licences, operated by Norwest Sand 
and Ballast Co, Tarmac Marine Dredging Ltd and Westminster Gravels Ltd. for 
sand, principally for use in the construction industry

■	 During 2011, 0.31 million tonnes of material were dredged from a permitted 
licensed tonnage of 1.33 million

■	 Of the total material dredged in the North West region:

 97 per cent of the tonnage dredged was delivered to the North West 
(0.30m)

 3 per cent of the tonnage dredged was delivered to the South West (0.01m)

Regional statistics

■	 The licensed area in the region was 119.08 km2

■	 The total area actually available to be dredged within the region was 27.06 
km2

■	 Dredging took place within 0.38 km2, 0.32 per cent of the licensed area

■	 High intensity dredging (greater than 1 hour 15 minutes) is equal to 0.17 km2, 
representing 88.40 per cent of regional dredging activity

■	 90 per cent of regional dredging effort took place within 0.18 km2

■	 During 2011, the area licensed for marine aggregate extraction remained 
unchanged.
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North West region

17: north West region – the area involved 2011

	 Licence areas as at end of 31/12/2011

 Licence areas surrendered during 2011

Dredging intensity

 Low (<15 minutes)

 Medium (15 minutes – 1 hour 15 minutes)

 High (>1 hour 15 minutes)

–



The Crown Estate
16 New Burlington Place

London

W1S 2HX

T 020 7851 5080

E enquiries@thecrownestate.co.uk

W www.thecrownestate.co.uk

British Marine Aggregate 
Producers Association
Gillingham House

38-44 Gillingham Street

London

SW1V 1HU

T 020 7963 8000

E bmapa@mineralproducts.org

W www.bmapa.org

ISBN: 978-1-906410-36-0

The Crown esTaTe manages a hugely diverse £7 
billion property portfolio across the UK. The Crown 
estate’s marine properties include around half the 
UK’s foreshore (17,000km) and almost the entire 
seabed out to the 12 nautical mile (nm) territorial 
limit around the UK. It also includes the rights to 
the natural resources in the UK Continental shelf, 
with the exception of oil, coal and gas.

Guided by our core values of commercialism, 
integrity and stewardship, our role is to manage 
and enhance the value of our assets and to return 
any surplus to the Treasury for the benefit of the 
nation.

The BrITIsh MarIne aGGreGaTe ProdUCers 
assoCIaTIon (BMaPa) was formed in 1992 
and comprises members of the Mineral Products 
association with a marine interest. Marine sand 
and gravel is supplied to home markets, as well as 
contributing to the balance of payments through 
exports to Continental europe. In addition, marine 
aggregates are fulfilling an increasingly important 
role by supporting beach replenishment schemes. 
The marine aggregates industry operated 28 
vessels on 65 production licences around the UK 
during 2011.

BMaPa membership is comprised of: Brett 
Group Ltd, Britannia aggregates Ltd, CeMeX 
UK Marine Ltd, deMe Building Materials Ltd, 
hanson aggregates Marine Ltd, Kendall Bros. 
(Portsmouth) Ltd, Lafarge aggregates Ltd, 
northwood (Fareham) Ltd, sea aggregates Ltd, 
Tarmac Marine dredging Ltd and Volker  
dredging Ltd.


