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Marine Aggregate Facts

Marine aggregates are an essential part 
of our daily lives, satisfying over 20% 
of all the sand and gravel needed for 
construction in Great Britain. At a time 
when rising sea levels pose a growing 
threat, marine sand and gravel is also 
vital to coastal protection.  

Construction aggregates influence every facet of modern 
life – from the homes we live in and the transport 
infrastructure we use to get around, to the energy and 
fresh water that we take for granted. In order to maintain 
and develop the built environment in which we live, every 
person in Britain indirectly generates demand for three 
tonnes of aggregates every year – equivalent to around 200 
million tonnes each year.

The majority of this need is met by material from either 
recycled or secondary sources (28%) or sand, gravel and 
crushed rock quarried from the land. A proportion of the 
demand is, however, met by sand and gravel dredged from 
the sea. In England and Wales, marine aggregates represent 
25% of all the sand and gravel used in construction while 
in the south east of England, a third of all construction 
materials come from marine sources.

Marine dredged sand and gravel also have a strategic 
role in supplying large-scale coastal defence and beach 
replenishment projects – over 30 million tonnes being 
used for this purpose since the mid-1990s. With the 
growing threats posed by rises in sea levels and more 
frequent storms, the use of marine sand and gravel for coast 
protection purposes will become increasingly important.

The commercial rights to marine aggregates in English 
waters are administered by The Crown Estate. Operators are 
required to pay a royalty for every tonne of sand and gravel 
they dredge. In the financial year 2019/20, marine aggregate 
extraction generated royalty revenue of some £22 million, the 
surplus of which was passed to HM Treasury.
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This document has been produced by BMAPA and The Crown Estate, in discussion with technical officers from the Southern 

Coastal Group and SCOPAC. Local Authorities around England acknowledge the importance of marine aggregate dredging 

for economic regeneration which can include supporting critical needs for coast protection. They strongly support the use 

of a sound scientific evidence base with effective regulation and monitoring in determining from where material should 

be extracted.  The coastal group have requested ongoing involvement with relevant future coastal impact studies and the 

MAREA updates to continue this dialogue as scientific evidence continues to develop.
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